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Do not give up the hope you have placed in me, and see
that I do not have to give up my hope in you. I will come to
see you as early as possible. Meanwhile, press on with your
preparations.

Your servant,

MOHANDAS KARAMCHAND GANDHI
[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 27-11-1921

219.   MY NOTES

AFTER THE FAST

I have started writing these Notes after ending my fast,
while most of the material for Young India was written during the
fast. I find no difference, however, between my thoughts then
and now. The views I held before I commenced the fast remain
unchanged.

ONE CHANGE

Only in one respect have I changed my view. That, again, is
not due to the fast, but to what I myself saw in Bombay on Thurs-
day the 17th instant and to the incidents on Friday and Saturday
which were reported to me. I can now see that we are not yet
ready for civil disobedience. To start it in Bardoli at present will
only mean losing the game. The primary aim of civil disobedience
is to win swaraj, secure justice on the Khilafat issue and make the
Government of India apologize to the people for the Punjab inci-
dents. It is certain that not a single one of the three aims can be
gained through civil disobedience under the present circumstances.
Bombay and Bardoli-Anand have such close links that each side
wants to and can help the other. If we start civil disobedience
in Bardoli and Anand and consequently Bombay turns violent, a
little reflection is enough to show that not only will Bombay not
help us, but that actually it will harm the cause. Undisciplined dis-
obedience is nothing but the fullest co-operation with the Govern-
ment. Have we still to learn that this Government is kept in power
by our weakness, our habit of breaking laws at will and our violence ?
Even the non-co-operation of some lawyers has not weakened the
Government as much as our remaining peaceful. Similarly, it is
strengthened more by our violence than by the co-operation of the
other pleaders, because our rioting gives it an opportunity for re-